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Florida Department  of Environmental Protection  
Florida  Green School  Designation Program 

Green Apple Designation - Minimum Requirements   Checklist   

1. Communication and Education
2. Waste Reduction, Reuse and Recycling 
3. Water Conservation  
4.  Energy Efficiency 
5.  Air Quality 

 
AAll  requirements  must  be  mmet,   aand  environmental  practices  implemented  prior to  submitting  tthe  Green  Apple 

aapplication.   
  

Certain green practices will be r equired of all schools seeki ng Green Apple desi gnation. These core activities  have  
been selected to provide some continuity between all designated members  of the Florida  Green School Designation  
Program.  
 
The core activities represent a minimum set of Best Management Practices (BMPs) in the following areas, that all
designated members are required to implement:  

COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION: At a minimum, at least three (3) of the following
communication efforts must be implemented. Check ONLY if the practice is implemented in at least 50 percent of the

school, or at least 50 percent of the time.

1. Mak il ble your school’s Environmental Self-Assessment and Planning YES  NO 

2. 

e ava a
Checklist to the public upon request.

Communicate you h l’s envi l ini ia i d dr sc oo ronmenta t t ves to stu ents, parents an
staff. 

YES  NO 

3. 

• Submit samples of communication. Submissions can be pictures or digital files.

E abli h an envi l k f  “G  T ” d l

4. 

st s ronmenta  tas orce or reen eam an  meet quarter y, at a
minimum, to evaluate and improve environmental initiatives.

Di i d li i  studen  and staff i

YES  NO 

rscuss green p act ces an  po c es at t, tparen  meet ngs. YES  NO 

5. 

• Submit meeting dates, number of attendees and green topics for meetings.

P id i  b li l i  for studen s and teachers torov e a survey, suggest on ox or on ne eva uat on t
allow feedback on your school’s environmental practices. 

YES  NO 

• Submit a survey example, picture of suggestion box or link to online evaluation. 

• Link: _______________________________________________________________ 
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Florida Green School Designation Program 

Green Apple Designation - Minimum Requirements 
Checklist

WASTE REDUCTION, REUSE AND RECYCLING: At a minimum, at least three (3) of the following
waste efforts must be implemented. Check ONLY if the practice is implemented in at least 50 percent of the school, or

at least 50 percent of the time.

1. Track wast YES  NO 

2. 

.e usage

Provide an opportunity to recycle the following material  if generated and ifs,
service is available in your area. Indicate materials your school currently recycles:

Plastic Bottles  Aluminum Cans  Steel Cans  Glass Office Paper
Carboard Newspapers  Magazines  Batteries Ink Cartridges
Fluorescent Bulbs Electronics 

YES  NO 

3. 

• Location of recycle receptacles: _________________________________________________________

School or School Distric  has a policy about purchasing ma erials wi h l d

4. 

t t t  recyc e
content and/or a waste reduction plan.

P id  bi  f i i

YES  NO 

rov ns c nat YES  NO e compost or organ / ve gardens. 

WATER CONSERVATION: At a minimum, at least three (3) of the following communication efforts must be
implemented. Check ONLY if the practice is implemented in at least 50 percent of the school, or at least 50 percent of

the time. 

1. Track wat d t YES  NO
2. 

er an  was .

Use a preven i i h d l  fi d d i  leaky f il

ewater usage

tat ve ma ntenance sc e u e to n an  repa r aucets, to ets
and pipes. 

YES  NO 

3. 

• Submit current schedule.

Use low-flow fauce s, 1.5 gallons or less per minu  it te, n restrooms. YES  NO 

4. 

• Manufacturer: _______________________________________________________________

Use low-fl il  1.6 gallons or less per flush, iow to et, n restrooms. YES  NO 

5. 

• Manufacturer: _______________________________________________________________

Use low-flow showe heads, 2.0 gallons or less per minu  in lockr te, er rooms. YES  NO 

6. 

• Manufacturer: _______________________________________________________________

Use au i  f s and toil s in

7. 

tomat c aucet et  restrooms.

Have a wa assessment conducted b  l l ility company  l l

YES  NO

ter y a oca  ut , oca  water
tmanagemen  district or other rapp opriat ie organ zation. 

YES  NO 

• Assessment Date: _________________ 

• Conducted By: _____________________________________________________________ 
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Florida Green School Designation Program 

Green Apple Designation - Minimum Requirements 
Checklist

ENERGY EFFICIENCY: At a minimum, at least three (3) of the following communication efforts must be
implemented. Check ONLY if the practice is implemented in at least 50 percent of the school, or at least 50 percent of

the time.

1. T YES  NO
2. 

rack energy usage.

Use a preven i i h d l o maximize effi i  i litat ve ma ntenance sc e u e t c ency n app ances. YES  NO 

3. 

• Submit current schedule.

Use energy effi i  li h i  (  fl  bulb  LEDs d/  T-8 

4. 

c ent g t ng compact uorescent s, , an or
fluorescent tubes).
Use ENERGY STAR® ra d i h h li h i

YES  NO 

5. 

te equ tpmen  ot er t an g t .ng

Use programmable th

YES  NO 

6. 

ermostats.

Use imer or sensor lighti  indoor/outdoor. 

YES  NO 

7. 

t ng

Use a compu ized Energy Managemen  Sys

YES  NO 

8. 

ter t tem.

S Use on- i e renewable energy power source ( l l

YES  NO 

upport green power. s t so ar pane s,
solar hot water heater, other). 

YES  NO 

• Type Used: _____________________________________________________________

AIR QUALITY and TRANSPORATION: At a minimum, at least three (3) of the following air efforts
must be implemented. Check ONLY if the practice is implemented in at least 50 percent of the school, or at least 50

percent of the time. Documentation will be required to verify practices noted in italics.

1. Use at l t two envi t ll ferable cl  that are biod dable and YES  NOeas ronmen a y pre eaners egra
do not contain NTA (nitrilotriacetic acid), chlorine bleach or phosphate or two
cleaners that have a third-party green cleaning certification. 

2. 

• Enter Products and Brands: _____________________________________________________________

Use hi h effi iency ai  fil i h a Mi i  Effi iency Repo ing Value (MERV) 8 

3. 

g c r ters w t n mum c rt
or higher.
Clean air h dl i d il  l annuall Keep and f ll i

YES  NO 

4. 

an er un ts an  co s at east y. o ow a preventat ve
maintenance schedule and record of activities.
P operly label and store all ch i l

YES  NO 

5. 

r em ca s.

No visible mold ild  i

YES  NO 

6. 

or m ew ts presen .

School building and grounds a e 100 percent smok -f

YES  NO 

r e ree. YES  NO 
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Florida Green School Designation Program 

Green Apple Designation - Minimum Requirements 
Checklist

TRANSPORTATION
At a minimum, at least two (2) of the following air efforts must be implemented. Check OONLY if the practice is
implemented in at least 50 percent of the school, or at least 50 percent of the time. Documentation will be required to
verify practices noted in italics.

7. P omote walki iki  to school for student  li i  i  th YES  NO 

e 100 percen 

8. 

r ng or b ng s v ng n e area.

School buses follow a ‘No Idli ’ng  P licy i h i dng an f

9. 

o n t e morn a ternoon.

Cars waiting for s dents follow a ‘No Idling’ P licy in the morning and af

YES  NO 

10. 

tu o ternoon.

School vehicl  smoke-f

YES  NO 

es ar t ree. YES  NO 


